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What is Stachybotrys chartarum?
Stachybotrys charta rum (also known by its synonym Stachybotrys atra) is a
greenish-black mold that is generally found on materials with a high cellulose
content (such as; insulation, gypsum board, ceiling tile, cardboard, wall paneling,
unpainted plaster board, and stacks of newspapers) that becomes chronically
moist or water damaged due to excessive humidity, water leaks, condensation,
or flooding.

What are the potential health effects of mold?
Stachybotrys atra and other molds may cause symptoms that are nonspecific.
However, some molds have the potential to cause allergic type symptoms (such
as; wheezing, nasal stuffiness, eye irritation, chest tightness, shortness of
breath, etc.) especially in persons who have a history of asthma, severe sinusitis,
other respiratory ailments, and weakened immune systems.

Is everyone affected by mold?
Mold exposure does not always present a health problem to everyone. However,
some people are more sensitive to molds. Individuals with persistent symptoms
should see their medical physician. The attack rate (percentage of persons who
develop symptoms) is generally low.

How does the mold affect infants?
Stachybotrys atra is of particular concern in infants under 6 months because
when infants inhale the toxins, the blood vessels in their lungs become fragile
and start to bleed. This bleeding is a disorder called Pulmonary Hemosiderosis.

How do you get rid of mold?
Mold growing in homes and buildings indicate that there is a problem with water
or moisture. First, identify and abate the water problem. Next, remove any
moldy and mildewy materials and provide structural repairs as needed. Any
salvageable materials should be cleaned with a household bleach (Clorox)
solution. One cup of bleach to one gallon of water gives a sufficient strength to
kill organisms. The bleach solution needs 15 minutes to kill organisms. Rinse
and allow to dry. Never mix bleach with ammonia. Keep humidity levels below
50%.

Note: Not all black mold is Stachybotrys atra.




